Just as natural children are born into natural families, so spiritual children are born into spiritual families. Through your spiritual family (your church, and especially your cell group) you will receive the nurture and support you need to grow and develop. You will also begin to discover the gifts God has given you for serving others, and the direction and purpose God has for your life.

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” Romans 12:4-5

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death……And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.” 

1 John 3:14,23

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 

Galatians 6:10

A New Purpose

Finally, God has called all of his children to share in his purpose for mankind – to share his love and message of new life with others.

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” 2 Corinthians 5:20

“’Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you…’” Mark 5:19
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A Brand New Life!

I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ on ________________ (date)

Signed: _________________________

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:4

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

Welcome to your new life in Christ! This leaflet is designed to help you get started in the Christian life. Those who turn away from their sin, believe in Jesus and yield control of their lives to God, enter into a brand new life – spiritual life. We become ‘born again’ by the Holy Spirit of God – see John chapter 3, verses 3 to 8.

“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God…Like new born babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 1 Peter 1:23; 2:2-3

A New Relationship With God

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3

“No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.” Hebrews 8:11

Being a Christian is, first of all, about having a new relationship with God through Jesus Christ. In order for this relationship to develop and grow, you must spend time with him. It is best to set aside a special time each day when you can listen to God (especially by reading the Bible) and share your heart with him (this is prayer).

The Bible

The Bible is God’s word. Every time you read it, ask him to ‘speak’ to you through it and to help you understand it. The Holy Spirit will make the Bible ‘come alive’ for you, and you’ll begin to experience God ‘speaking’ to you. Read a modern translation so that you don’t get confused by old-fashioned words. Begin with the New Testament – start with Matthew’s Gospel. Read systematically. Try between 1 and 4 chapters per day. At a rate of 4 chapters per day it is possible to read the whole Bible in a year!

Prayer

Prayer is simply talking with God, sharing your heart, your feelings, and listening to him too. Making requests is only a part of prayer. See Matthew 6:5-15, the ‘Lord’s Prayer’, for guidelines the Lord Jesus gave his followers.

A New Family

Every Christian is automatically part of God’s family. On earth this is called ‘the church’. “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” (1 John 3:1).
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